
From the Local Arrangements Committee for the SEM-ICTM 2015 Forum    

      This year ICTM and SEM come together for the first ever joint forum 
 which takes place from the 13th-16th Sept, at the University of 
 Limerick located on the outskirts of Limerick City, in the midwest of 
 Ireland.  This exciting event dovetails with the annual European 
 Seminar in Ethnomusicology which takes place from the 16th -20th of 
 September in the same venue, so there are lots of opportunities for 
 scholars and practitioners of music, song and dance from across the 
 world to exchange ideas and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
      The host city of Limerick is a compact and accessible city with lots 
 on offer for visitors.  Built on the banks of the majestic river 
 Shannon, Limerick’s origins date from at least the 812 Viking  
 settlement.  In the 12th century, the city was redesigned by the 
 Normans and this architecture is represented in St. John’s Castle 
 which is a major tourist attraction in the city today. In medieval 
 times, Limerick was it was the seat of the Kingdom of Thomond, which 
 gives its name to the city’s rugby stadium, home to the 
 internationally successful Munster team.  Limerick City played an 
 important role in a variety of colonial incursions and wars from the 
 17th centuries onward. The Treaty Stone marks the spot where two 
 treaties were signed in 1691 to ending the siege of Limerick.  In the 
 18th Century it became a Georgian city and much of that architecture 
 shapes the city’s current-day appearance, particularly in the area 
 known as ‘The Old Crescent’.  During the Irish War of Independence, 
 Limerick was a self-declared soviet for 12 days in April of 1919. 

      In  the past two decades the the city’s demographic has changed quite 
 dramatically with immigrations arriving from all over the world, 
 bringing new cultural influences and transforming the city.  Nowadays 
 there are lots of places to dine and enjoy a night out in the city, 
 with a wide variety of cuisines, from Asian fusion, Polish, French 
 and  Indian, to more traditional Irish.  Different musics can be found 
 across the city including, of course, Irish traditional music, pop, 
 country, rock, jazz, classical and a variety of ethnic musics, to 
 name  a few.  A good place to read up about the city - what to do, where to 
 stay - can be found a www.limerick.ie .  Particular highlights 
 includes the Hunt Museum, the Milk Market, and St. John’s Castle, but 
 there are many other places of  interest and the city itself is so 
 compact that it’s easy to walk around and simply explore for 
 yourself. 
 
      The ICTM-SEM forum itself takes place in the Irish World Academy of 
 Music and Dance at the University of Limerick.  The building is 
 located right on the banks of the River Shannon in a scenic and 
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 environmentally friendly campus (www.ul.ie and 
 www.irishworldacademy.ie ).  The Academy recently celebrated its 
 twentieth anniversary and is home to a variety of undergraduate and 
 postgraduate courses that relate to the study and practice of music, 
 song, and dance in a variety of scholarly, applied, educational, arts 
 practice, festive arts and clinical contexts.  The venues for the 
 forum events include the cylindrical 'Tower' theatre and the main 
 theatre, 'Theatre 1'.  The Academy building features a beautiful 
 mosaic which tells the story of the River Shannon and there is a 
 comfortable cafe onsite (as well as a variety of other eateries  within 
 easy reach).  Throughout the week there will be various performances 
 of different genres of music, song, and dance to entertain attendees, 
 as well as opportunities to relax and have more informal discussion 
 in  project rooms and in the comfortable surrounding of the Pavilion 
 complex right next door to the Academy building. 
 
      If you are planning to attend the forum, there are a wide variety of 
 hotels, bed and breakfasts and other places to stay (check out 
 www.limerick.ie for full listings).  If you want to stay near the 
 university, you can book a room at the Castletroy Park Hotel.  Email 
 Charlene at cspillane@castletroypark.ie and quote the code 1532652 to 
 receive a discount (85E for a single room and 95E for a double room 
 bed and breakfast).  You can also try the Kilmurray Lodge Hotel. 
 Faye will be happy to offer discounted rates (59E for a single and 75E for 
 double or twin B&B) for the 13th-16th December quoting 211009 and 
 from  the 16th-20th quoting 222010, if you plan to stay around for ESEM. 
 Booking is limited and on a first come first serve basis. 
 
      September is generally quite a mild month in this part of Ireland. 
 You can expect temperatures up to 18C during the day, occasionally 
 even higher, and cooler evenings.  It is always advisable to pack a 
 light mac or small umbrella for the local ‘soft’ rain (the price for 
 the forty shades of green).  It’s very easy to travel from Limerick 
 to  any of the other major cities in the republic (Cork, Galway, Dublin, 
 Kilkenny) and to Belfast in the North so do try to leave some time 
 for  sight-seeing if you can. Special local highlights include driving 
 part  of the Wild Atlantic Way, visiting Lough Gur or Killaloe village on 
 Lough Derg, or viewing the famous Cliffs of Moher in County Clare. 
 
      The local arrangements committee in UL very much look forward to 
 seeing you. 
 

Colin Quigley    Aileen Dillane 
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